North Kilworth Draft Neighbourhood Plan 2015 – 2031
Pre-submission consultation
You, as a resident, and other interested parties, are now invited to read the Draft
Plan and make comments. There will be a six week period to do this, commencing
on 6 November 2015 and closing on 20 December 2015.
Wherever possible, please ensure that you specify the policy or paragraph to which
your response relates.
If you wish to comment on the Draft Plan you can do this:
• By email addressed to: northkilworthpc@hotmail.co.uk
• In writing addressed to: The Parish Clerk: Katherine Clarke, The Old Stables,
Fir Tree Lane, Swinford, Leics, LE17 6BH
Letters can be handed in to the Belgrave Village Hall during normal opening times
where a box will be available for replies. Alternatively, when the Village Hall is
closed you can post your letter in the box at Howkins’ garage on Main St in an
envelope marked ‘NKNP’.
1. Introduction
A Neighbourhood Plan is a radical new planning tool that gives local people more
control over how their community develops and evolves.
It is a central part of the Localism Act introduced by the Government in November
2011, which aims to devolve more decision making powers from Central
Government to individuals, local communities and Parish Councils.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that a Neighbourhood Plan
gives the community “direct power to develop a shared vision for their
Neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need”. It enables us
to ensure we get the right types of development in the right locations; and to set
planning policies that will be used in determining decisions on planning applications”
A Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the statutory planning framework for the area, in
this case Harborough District. This statutory status gives it more influence than
other non-statutory local documents such as Parish Plans and Village Design
Statements. Its statutory status also means that it must be prepared in a certain way,
that it must comply with relevant European and national legislation and must also be
in general conformity with local planning policy.
This is the draft Neighbourhood Plan for North Kilworth. It covers the whole of the
Parish as shown on the map of the designated area in figure 1 below.

North Kilworth Neighbourhood Plan 2015 – 2031 October 2015
Figure 1 – designated area

The Neighbourhood Plan covers the time period 2015 to 2031 and therefore mirrors
the timescale of Harborough District Council’s emerging Local Plan
2. How the Plan was prepared
The Neighbourhood Plan was prepared by North Kilworth Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group.
This Steering Group comprises members of the local community and Parish
Councillors with the support of the District Council and consultants Yourlocale and
under the direction of North Kilworth Parish Council (the accountable body for the
Plan).
The Plan is based on robust evidence. This includes statistical information gathered
through sources such as the Census as well as from community consultation and
engagement.
Effective and extensive consultation has been at the heart of the preparation of the
Plan. This is key to ensure that the final document fully reflects local needs and
priorities. This includes a parish wide questionnaire; public displays; drop-in
sessions; meetings and activities in the local Primary School. Full details of the type
of consultation and the people and groups consulted are contained in the
Consultation Statement (see Appendix 1).
It also builds and draws on the existing North Kilworth Parish Plan 2013 - 2020. The
statutory status of the Neighbourhood Plan means that it carries more ‘weight’ in
influencing and guiding decisions affecting the local area than a Parish Plan.
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The Neighbourhood Plan has not been prepared in isolation. As mentioned earlier, it
must be consistent with national and local planning policies.
Of special significance is the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). This sets
out the Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to
be applied. The NPPF requires the planning system to encourage sustainable
development and details three dimensions to that development:
•
•

•

An economic role – Plans should contribute to economic development;
A social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities by
providing the right supply of housing and creating a high quality built
environment with accessible local services;
An environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing the natural,
built and historical environment.

The Plan and policies it contains are consistent with the NPPF. Indeed, it has at its
heart a commitment to sustainable development.
Also important is Harborough District’s existing Core Strategy 2006 - 2028 and
emerging Local Plan, 2011 – 2031 which is scheduled to be adopted in March 2017.
These set out a number of policies and objectives which are relevant to North
Kilworth and which the Plan must be in conformity with. These span issues such as
the provision and location of new housing; providing sustainable transport; promoting
design and protecting and enhancing the built environment and green infrastructure.
The Plan is in conformity with the policies contained in these documents.
The law also requires that the Neighbourhood Plan must comply with European
Union (EU) and national legislation. Again the Plan is in accordance with relevant
legislation. Full details of how the Plan complies with relevant EU, national and local
legislation is set out in the Basic Conditions statement (see Appendix 2).
It is important to note that when using the Neighbourhood Plan to form a view on a
development proposal or a policy issue all of the document and the policies
contained in it must be considered together.
Furthermore the Plan does not seek to address all the wide and diverse range of
development issues that may affect the Parish. It focuses on the most important and
those which the Plan can have the biggest impact on. Where there are no policies
relating to, or the Plan is quiet on, a particular development issue the provisions of
the NPPF and the Harborough District Core Strategy/Local Plan apply.
3. Local Context
The Parish of North Kilworth lies within the Laughton Hills landscape character area
of South Leicestershire close to the River Avon that forms the county border with
Northamptonshire. The countryside is characterised by gently rolling hills and is
largely farmland, predominantly grazing pastureland, rather than arable.
North Kilworth Village lies approximately 1.5 miles (2.5 km) west of Husbands
Bosworth and 4 miles (6.5 km) east of junction 20 of the M1 motorway. It is within
easy reach of Leicester, being some 13 miles (21 km) to the south of the city. The
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Village is largely to the south of the main Lutterworth-Market Harborough Road
(currently the A4304) with limited recent new developments to the north of the road.
The majority of the Village is in a close knit form, but also extends to the north of this
road as a scattered ribbon development that reaches east to the industry around the
old station and the parish boundary.
The Vilage is situated amidst the gentle rolling countryside of the River Avon that
rises locally. Wide undulating hills and valleys surround the Village and contain a
considerable number of trees and spinneys. These wooded areas extend, in places,
into the Village via mature woodland hedgerows and open spaces. The settlement
contains many mature trees including trees along the approach roads connected
with green corridors.
4. Parish Profile
A Parish Profile has been prepared from the 2011 Census and other sources to
inform the development of the Plan. The key points arising from this profile include:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Population of 597 (increase of 119 or 25% since 2001 compared to an
increase of 11.5% across the District over the same period);
The percentage (18%) of the population aged under 15 is below the national
and district average and the percentage of the population aged over 65 (18%)
is above the national and district averages;
Number of dwellings is 251, an increase of 30 or 14% since 2001;
61% of households have 2 or more cars/vans whilst 7% of households have
no car/van; well above the national and district averages;
58% of households live in detached dwellings (compared to 48% across the
District);
80% of dwellings are owner occupied, 7% share ownership/social rented, and
13% are private rented;
Levels of ill health and disability are below the national averages.

5. History of the Parish
Within the Doomsday Survey of 1086, an entry for a settlement called Chivelesworde
represents what is now known as North and South Kilworth indicating the Village’s
historical presence. The Village is also cited along ancient trails, one of which was a
drover’s route running through the Village and onwards past the Church and to
Welford and Northampton. This route linked with others going to Leicester and
Rugby and eventually to London. Cranmer Lane was the original exit point of this
road, Stoney being a post medieval route.
In addition to the primary settlement of the Village, there are a number of secondary
settlements within the parish boundary. The Kilworth House complex is located on
the western edge, Mill Farm on the Avon to the south, Kilworth Sticks farm to the
west, and Pincet Lodge and the Grange along Leicester Lane (Pincet Lane B5414).
Other more isolated farmsteads and houses are found within the parish, many of
them established by Leicestershire County Council in the 1930’s as part of a
program to kick start investment in Agriculture. It was at this time that a number of
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Welsh “immigrants” came to the area to set up beef and lamb fattening farms for the
expanding Towns of Leicester and Northampton (This is evidenced by local place
names such as, Pen-Y-Bryn Field).
6. Vision and Plan Policies
In producing this Plan, parishioners were motivated by the strongly held wish to have
a significant influence on the future of the Parish rather than be controlled by people
from outside of the Village who would not have to live with the consequences of their
decisions.
From the consultation carried out it was clear there was a general view that in 2031
the Village and Parish should remain a similar size to now.
It is accepted that the Village will have to grow in this time frame, but it should be
through some in-fill and a degree of limited development. Any additional building in
the Village should be carefully controlled and reviewed.
It was agreed that any development should be done in such a way as to retain the
character of the Village and that the conservation nature (as exemplified by the
panoramic views and mature trees) should be retained and enhanced.
Parishioners gave strong indications that North Kilworth should remain a traditional
self-contained Village with its own pub, shop, Post Office, leisure facilities, School
and Church. An inclusive community spirit was a priority; there was a desire for the
Village to maintain and grow its vibrant social characteristics, maintaining a relatively
low crime environment and keeping a strong awareness of the environmental needs
of the Village.
There is a need to address the increasing volume of traffic using the main roads in
North Kilworth and parking issues within the Village.
On the leisure and sports front, there was a strong desire to integrate the activities of
the Village so as to ensure the right provision of facilities to meet the needs of the
Village in the future
The main objective of the Plan is to set out the policies and actions that will ensure
that this Vision is achieved. For example, where and how much new housing and
other forms of development should take place. It also looks at a range of other
issues such as design, employment, community facilities and transport, which the
community has identified as being especially important to them.
The Plan is divided into a number of themed policy chapters. Each chapter sets out
a number of North Kilworth specific planning policies that collectively will realise the
vision for North Kilworth. These policies have been identified following detailed
analysis and consultation and concentrates upon those that can be best addressed
through the Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan also includes a proposals map to
illustrate which areas of land have been allocated for which uses and to identify land
protected from development by policies in the Plan (Appendix 4)
The Plan is not intended to replace the policies contained in the Harborough Core
Strategy and the NPPF. It sits alongside these, to add additional more detailed
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North Kilworth specific policies and help achieve the Community’s vision. Where
suitable policies already exist in the Harborough Core Strategy or NPPF they are not
duplicated in this Plan.

POLICY NK1: GENERAL POLICY PRINCIPLE - Where there are no policies in
this Plan relevant to a planning application or development proposal, the
provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework and District wide
planning policies apply.

7. Housing Development
7.1. Housing Provision
North Kilworth is an attractive and popular place in which to live, and demand for
new homes in the Parish is high.
In 2011 there were 251 dwellings in the Parish, an increase of 30 dwellings (or 14%)
since 2001, a rate of increase that is higher than the national average. This increase
was primarily the result of new house building.
The draft Local Plan establishes a hierarchy of settlements to help to determine the
most appropriate locations for development. It describes six services that help to
determine suitability for development: food shop; GP surgery; Library; post office;
Primary School and Pub. Settlements with at least four of these relevant services are
classed as Rural Centres and settlements with two of these services are classed as
Selected Rural Villages.
North Kilworth was considered to be a Selected Rural Village; as such it is identified
by the District Council as one of 16 similar communities across Harborough District
“which would benefit from the support of limited development” to help ensure that the
needs of the community are met through sustainable growth and suitable access to
services.
Determining how much of this requirement for 3,687 new dwellings the Parish should
Plan for is not straight forward. The draft Local Plan does not apportion a housing
target to specific Selected Rural Villages. It does however, put forward a number of
options (9) for each of the main settlements, including the 16 Selected Rural Villages
across the District. In the case of North Kilworth this could see the Parish having a
minimum housing target of anywhere between 6 to 47 new homes depending on the
option finally agreed.
In the absence of an agreed district-wide methodology for proportioning the overall
target, and recognising the need to progress this Plan during the period of
uncertainty whilst the 9 Options are consulted on and assessed before a preferred
option is identified, the Plan will work on the basis of Option 2. This is the Local
Plan Option which essentially rolls forward the existing agreed housing growth
distribution strategy for the District.
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This would mean that the Neighbourhood Plan would need to provide for the building
of a minimum of 31 new homes from 2015-2031
Consultation shows that the community is generally comfortable with this scale of
development. In particular, it will enable North Kilworth to deliver sufficient new
homes to meet the requirements set for it as a ‘Selected Rural Village’ by the District
Council in the draft Local Plan and help ensure that the community continues to
evolve and support important services. Also, if properly planned, the scale of
development should not place undue pressure on local services and facilities, nor
detract from the special character of the Parish.
It is recognised, however that there is possibility that the outcome of the consultation
on the Local Plan Options may come up with a different target than that contained in
the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The findings from this consultation are expected early
in 2016, but may take longer. It is considered however expedient to submit the
Neighbourhood Plan as soon as possible. Should the Local Plan Options require a
significantly higher or lower figure to be accommodated within North Kilworth the
Plan will be reviewed.

POLICY NK2: HOUSING PROVISION - Having regard to dwellings already
constructed or with planning permission, the remaining housing provision for
North Kilworth will be a target of a minimum of 31 new dwellings over the
period up to 2031, which will be met by the allocation of housing sites in
Policy NK3 and windfall sites in accordance with Policy NK4.

7.2. Housing Allocations
Following consultation with the community, and using the methodology set out by
Harborough District Council for assessing potential housing sites across the District,
one site is put forward for housing. This will provide for greater choice, competition
and flexibility in the provision of new homes to meet local need.
In identifying this site, the Plan has regard to such factors such as the current use of
the land, accessibility, distance to the local Primary School and other important
services. It is also located in the Village of North Kilworth.
Should it become necessary to provide for additional homes in accordance with local
need or any changes in national or local planning policy the Neighbourhood Plan will
be reviewed immediately.

POLICY NK3: HOUSING ALLOCATIONS - Land is allocated for housing
development to the west of South Kilworth Road, North Kilworth.
Development will be permitted subject to the following criteria:
a)

The development should provide for a target of a minimum of 20
dwellings;
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b)

At least 40% of the dwellings should be affordable;

c)

There should be a mix of housing types in accordance with Policy NK5
of the Plan and other evidence including the Strategic Housing Market
Assessment;

d)

Important views across to Kilworth House should be maintained;

e)

A dual use public car park should be provided to serve both the
housing development and the adjacent Primary School;

f)

A footpath link should be provided from the west of the site to Kilworth
House;

g)

There needs to be safe and suitable access to the site for all people;

h)

The planning application must demonstrate the adoption of measures
to minimise surface and roof water run-off.

7.3 Windfall Sites
In addition to the site identified in Policy NK3, a number of ‘windfall sites’ are
expected to come forward over the lifetime of the Plan. These are small infill or
redevelopment sites that come forward unexpectedly and which have not been
specifically identified for new housing in a planning document. These sites often
comprise redundant or underutilised buildings, including former farm buildings, or a
small gap within an existing frontage premises and can range from small sites
suitable for only a single dwelling to areas with a capacity for several houses.
This type of development has provided a source of new housing of New Kilworth
averaging about one dwelling a year. Though these sites cannot be identified, the
high land values in the Parish coupled with the level of vacant and underutilised land
and buildings mean that they will continue to provide a reliable source of housing
supply. However, if not sensitively undertaken and designed, such development can
have an adverse impact on the character of the area. Such new development will
generally increase car ownership and there is a need to ensure that it does not
worsen traffic and parking issues, especially in those parts of the Parish not
designed or suited for modern traffic.

POLICY NK4: WINDFALL SITES - Development proposals for small infill and
redevelopment sites will be supported where:
a)

It is within the existing built up area of the Village of North Kilworth;

b)

It helps to meet the identified housing target for North Kilworth;

c)

It respects the shape and form of North Kilworth in order to maintain its
distinctive character and enhance it where possible;
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d)

It is of an appropriate scale which reflects the size, character and level of
service provision with North Kilworth;

e)

It retains existing important natural boundaries such as trees, hedges
and streams;

f)

It provides for a safe vehicular and pedestrian access to the site;

g)

Traffic generation and parking impact created does not result in an
unacceptable direct or cumulative impact on congestion or road and
pedestrian safety; and

h)

Where development would result in the number of completions plus
outstanding permissions exceeding the identified target, regard will be
given to:
i.The degree by which the requirement is exceeded;
ii. The likelihood of delivery of the outstanding permissions;
iii. Evidence of community support; and
iv. The benefits arising from the development.

7.4. Housing and Other Development outside the Village
Outside the Village of North Kilworth the Parish is essentially rural in character. The
consultation results also show that residents wish to see development outside of the
Village of North Kilworth to be strictly controlled to maintain this unique rural
character and only be allowed in exceptional circumstances - primarily that
necessary for the purposes of agriculture or some other use which has to be located
in the countryside. This also reflects national and district wide planning policies.

POLICY NK5: HOUSING AND OTHER DEVELOPMENT OUTSIDE OF THE
VILLAGE OF NORTH KILWORTH - Outside the Village of North Kilworth
defined by the settlement boundary (below) there will be a strong presumption
against new housing which will only be allowed in special circumstances in
accordance with national and district wide policies.

Figure 2 - Settlement Boundary Map
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7.5. Housing Mix
It is important to make sure that any new housing that takes place meets the needs
of present and future residents of the Parish; makes a positive contribution to
enhancing the special character of the Parish and contributes to creating sustainable
and vibrant communities.
There is currently an imbalance in the housing stock in North Kilworth. There is an
above average number of larger, mainly detached, dwellings and a below average
number of smaller homes, including one and two bedded houses.
North Kilworth also requires three bedroomed homes for young families as well as
smaller homes for older residents wishing to downsize and remain in the Parish. At
51% (in 2011) over half of the population was aged over 45; a figure which is far
higher than the District and National averages.
Consultation has shown that the community wants a variety of housing, particularly
in terms of type, tenure and price, to meet current and future needs and to create a
mix of different households.
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POLICY NK6: HOUSING MIX - Development proposals for new housing will be
expected to demonstrate how the proposal will meet current and future
housing needs. Housing for older people and two/three bedroomed homes
for young families will be especially supported.

7.6. Affordable Housing
There is a high and above average disparity between average house prices and
average income.
As a consequence, many people who wish to live in the Parish, including those with
a local connection, are unable to do so as they cannot find suitable accommodation
either to buy or rent.
Furthermore, at 5%, the proportion of homes that are socially rented is less than a
third of the national average.
Consultation shows that the provision of more affordable housing continues to be a
top priority for the Parish. In addition, there is a particular need for shared ownership
houses. The Government describes shared ownership as where a household buys a
share in a home (normally 25% to 75% of the home’s value) and pay rent on the
remaining share.
Affordable housing is an area that North Kilworth Parish has a proven and strong
track record in seeking to address. More recently, for example the community led
development and implementation of a rural exception site in partnership with
Nottingham Community Housing Association at the former Gandy’s site in the
Parish, resulting in the provision of 6 much needed affordable homes.
The Core Strategy for Harborough requires that all new developments of 3 or more
units should provide at least 40% affordable homes. This Plan supports and
reinforces this Policy and encourages shared ownership solutions to balance the
existing affordable rented options currently available in the Parish.

POLICY NK7: AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Development proposals for new
housing where there is a net gain of three or more dwellings should provide at
least 40% affordable housing in accordance with local needs and existing
Harborough District Council Core Strategy. Development proposals that make
affordable housing available through shared ownership will be encouraged.

In addition, to meet identified needs and reflecting the evidence that housing
affordability is of special significance to the Parish, the Plan requires that when
affordable homes are allocated, priority is given to people with a local connection.
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POLICY NK8: AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND LOCAL PEOPLE - Priority should
be given to local residents, or people who work in the Parish or an adjoining
Parish in the allocation of affordable housing through Section 106 agreements
or similar. In this context, ‘local’ is defined as 10 years permanent and
continuous residence in the Parish or an adjoining Parish, or demonstration of
an essential need to live close to someone who fits that requirement.

8 – Design and the Built Environment
8.1. Design: Character of the Village
North Kilworth has a rich and attractive built environment. The majority of the Village
for example, is designated as a Conservation Area in recognition of its special
architectural and historical quality and interest. There are also 11 Listed Buildings
across the Parish.
The consultation undertaken shows that protecting and enhancing the special and
unique built environment of North Kilworth is a top priority. There was also concern
that some of the development that had taken place, both in and outside of the
Conservation Area, was of poor design or was out of keeping with the remainder of
the Village and detracted from the special and distinctive character of North Kilworth.
It is essential that any future development is carried out in a manner that is ‘inkeeping’ and enhances North Kilworth’s special, distinctive and beautiful character.
The Parish Council has an approved Village Design Statement which is on pages 13
– 15 of the Parish Plan dated 2003 and attached as Appendix 3. This describes the
special character of the Village and sets out principles and guidance for how this
distinctive built character can be maintained and enhanced. Published in 2003, it has
been reviewed and reaffirmed as part of the development of the Neighbourhood
Plan.

Figure 3 Conservation area
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POLICY NK9: DESIGN QUALITY - Development proposals must demonstrate
high quality design, form and layout consistent with the special character of
the Parish and which are in accordance with the development principles set
out on North Kilworth Village Design Statement.
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8.2 Design: Sustainable Development
The Plan can make an important contribution to mitigating and adapting to climate
change by shaping new and existing development in ways that reduce carbon
emissions and dependency.
The Parish has been at the forefront of this, notably by establishing a Community
Interest Company – Village Power CIC – that is dedicated to improving the Village,
ensuring it has access to renewable energy and establishing future funding streams
that will provide a sustainable local economy.
Consultation shows that the community wishes to see new development contribute,
as far as possible, to sustainable development. This includes new development
being designed to very high levels of energy efficiency as well as incorporating the
use of renewable energy technologies such as rain water harvesting.

POLICY NK10: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - Development proposals that
maximise opportunities for sustainable design, drainage and construction
techniques and practices will be encouraged.

8.3. Design: Important Buildings
There are also a number of built landmarks around the Parish that by their position
and different architectural styles punctuate the street scene and contribute to the
overall character of North Kilworth.
Many are identified as being of national importance, and legally protected through
their Listed Building Status. These are shown below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Church of St Andrew
Churchyard Wall Along Dog Lane About 20 Meters South of Church of St
Andrew
Conservatory Attached to North Kilworth House
Dovecote About 20 Meters West North West of Ivy House
Ivy House
Manor Farmhouse
Milepost at Sp 618 836
North Kilworth Hall
North Kilworth House
Spring Cottage Including Outbuilding Adjoining West
Tudor Cottages along the Bottom.

Their designation as a Listed Building gives them special legal protection beyond
that which can be provided through a Neighbourhood Plan. It is important, however,
that the Neighbourhood Plan highlights them, especially to ensure that all interested
parties are aware of their local importance and merit, and the need to protect and
enhance these.
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In addition to these Listed Buildings, there are also a number of other buildings and
structures that make an important contribution to the special architectural and
historic character and the history of the Parish, and are valued by the local
community.
These are known as Locally Listed Buildings and have formal recognition in the
planning system.
Following consultation and analysis, the following buildings, or groups of buildings,
are identified and designated as Locally Listed Buildings through the Neighbourhood
Plan
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ivy House, Back Street
Tudor Cottages, Green Lane
Nether Hall, Church Street
The Old Rectory, Church Street
Manor Farm, Cramner Lane
Spring Cottage, Cramner Lane
North Kilworth Hall, Green Lane
Honey Cottage, Dag Lane,
The Close, The Green
The War Memorial

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

St Andrew’s Churchyard Wall,
Dag Lane
The Kilworth House
The White Lion Public House
The Post House, Hawthorne
Road
The Billet, Green Lane
Hedera Stables, Green Lane
Hornby Cottage, Green Lane

It is also important that any development is sensitive to the siting of these structures.

POLICY NK11: DESIGN QUALITY - BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES OF LOCAL
HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST - Development proposals that
will impact on an identified building of local historical or architectural interest
will be required to conserve and enhance the character, integrity and setting of
that building or structure.

8.4 Design: Signage
Signage to promote the businesses and facilities available are seen as very
important to residents, businesses and visitors.
There is concern about the number and quality of some signs which are detracting
from the character and streetscape by poor or out of keeping design and their sheer
number, often in prominent locations, cluttering the streetscape.
It is considered that all signage should be kept to a minimum, and their design
should be in keeping with the surroundings and the special character of the Parish.
Internally illuminated signs of any type are unacceptable.
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POLICY NK12: SIGNAGE - There will be a general presumption against new
signage proposals. Any proposal for signs must be in keeping with their
surroundings. Proposals for digital illuminated or neon signs will not be
supported.

9 – Employment and the Economy
9.1. Employment
Employment and economic growth is important for dynamic and sustainable
communities.
The level of economic activity in the Parish is high. The proportion of its residents
that are in employment, for example, is well above the district and national norms.
In addition, there are dozens of companies operating in the Parish, including an
increasing and above average number of people that are self-employed and/or work
from home.
There is already some industrial development, especially alongside the A4304. The
development of a Marina within the Parish on the Grand Union Canal is also
underway and which, once completed, is expected to provide significant employment
opportunities for the Parish and the wider area.
The consultation shows that the community wishes to maintain the existing
employment sites to help sustain and create jobs and reduce the need for people to
travel to work by car. This includes the rural parts of the Parish where the Plan
supports the conversion of barns and agricultural buildings for employment uses,
and resists their conversion into other uses including homes.
It is recognised, however that there may be special circumstances where it will be
inappropriate to safeguard employment sites, notably where it is not financially viable
to remain in employment use or the site gives rise to unacceptable environmental,
amenity or transport impacts.

POLICY NK13: EMPLOYMENT - Development proposals that result in the loss
of, or have a significant adverse effect, on an existing employment use will not
be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that the site or building is not
viable or suitable for employment use.
Employment related development proposals (including homeworking) will be
supported where there is no adverse impact on the character and amenity of
the surrounding buildings and uses and subject to access, parking, design,
amenity and other relevant considerations.
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10 – Community Services
10.1. Key Community Services
Community facilities such as shops, community centres, schools, libraries, places of
worship, sport and leisure facilities are important as they provide a focus for
community life and interaction and are important for good health and the long term
sustainability of the community.
North Kilworth has a good range of community facilities including a Church (St
Andrew), Village Hall, Primary School, Post Office, a Pub, Fuel Station/Basic
Convenience Store and Church Rooms as part of the Rectory. There is also a hotel
and an outdoor theatre within the Parish.
From a sports perspective, it also has a bowls club, all-weather floodlit sports and
tennis club, children’s play area, sports club and 18 hole private golf course.
The retention and enhancement of these important community services and facilities
has been identified as a top priority for the Plan.

POLICY NK14: KEY COMMUNITY SERVICES, FACILITIES AND SHOPS - The
retention, provision and enhancement of a range of community services and
facilities is a priority. Development proposals that result in the loss of, or have
a significant adverse effect, on a community service or facility will not be
supported, unless the service or facility is replaced by an equivalent or better
provision in terms of quantity and quality in an equally suitable location or it
can be demonstrated that the service or facility is unviable and/or is no longer
wanted by the community.

10.2. Assets of Community Value
The designation of a community facility as an Asset of Community Value provides
the opportunity to give it added protection from inappropriate development. In
addition, if an asset is ‘Listed’ the Parish Council or other community organisations
will then be given the opportunity to bid to purchase the asset on behalf of the local
community, if it comes up for sale on the open market.
The White Lion Pub has already been designated as an Asset of Community Value,
and further designations may come forward over the lifetime of the Plan.

POLICY NK15: ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE - Development proposals that
will result in either the loss of an Asset of Community Value or in significant
harm to an Asset of Community Value will not be permitted unless the Asset is
replaced by an equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality
in an equally suitable location or it can be clearly demonstrated that it is no
longer viable.
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11 - The Natural and Ecological Environment
11.1. Protection of Important Local Green Spaces
North Kilworth is mainly rural and open in character. Much of it is countryside and
its landscape is characterised by attractive gently rolling hills, a lot of which is
farmland, predominantly grazing pastureland.
It also has a good network of green spaces, including an allotment site, children’s
playground, floodlit sports and tennis area, Millennium Green and The Bogs.
It is also rich in wildflowers and fauna wildlife including invertebrates, small
mammals, badgers as well as bats and nesting birds.
Conserving and enhancing this rich and natural environment is important in its own
right and underpins health, wellbeing, sustainability and the distinctive and attractive
character of North Kilworth.
National Planning Policy enables a Local Plan or Neighbourhood Plan to identify for
protection green areas of particular local importance, where they meet specified
criteria. The designation should only be used where the green space is in reasonably
close proximity to the community it serves, is demonstrably special to a local
community and holds a particular local significance, and where the green area
concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
Following consultation with the community and using recognised methodology for
assessing important green spaces a number of areas have been identified as being
especially important to the residents of North Kilworth as well as to wildlife and
wildflowers.

POLICY NK16: PROTECTION OF IMPORTANT LOCAL GREEN SPACES Development proposals that result in the loss of, or adversely affect, an
identified important local green space (see below) will only be permitted if the
community would gain equivalent benefit from the provision of suitable
replacement green space or gain significant social, economic or
environmental benefits from an alternative facility.
•

The Wash Pit

•

Stoney Field

•

St Andrew’s Church Yard

•

St Andrew’s School Playing Field (unless required for school expansion)

•

Public tennis Court opposite School

•

Children’s Play Area, Dag Lane

•

War Memorial, The Green

•

Eastern boundary of Little London and Rugby Road
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•
Millennium Green Rose beds and surrounding verges at the Pincet Lane
Junction
•

Grassland adjacent to the Village Hall

•

South Kilworth Rd, Sports Field

•

Spinney off Stoney adjacent to the Golf Course

11.2. Ecology
There are also several sites of ecological and nature conservation interest. This
includes The Bogs, a rare wetland site with numerous natural springs, and the
adjacent Millennium Green which contains the site of a medieval manor house with
moat. The Bogs and Millennium Green were designated as Local Nature Reserves
in 2006 in recognition of their ecological interest. There are other important sites that
are less well known or studied such as Stoney, Kilworth House Estate and Kilworth
Springs Golf Course as well as the river Avon with its minor tributaries and the
stretch of the Grand Union Canal that runs through the Parish.

POLICY NK 17: ECOLOGY - Development proposals that affect a site of
ecological value will be expected to conserve and enhance its ecological
features and habitats.

11.3. Important Trees
The Parish has a rich variety of trees and hedges. This includes woodlands mainly
to the west of the Parish surrounding Kilworth House as well as spinneys,
hedgerows, and individual trees which are to be found across the Parish.
These are highly valued especially as they make an important contribution to the
character of the Parish and are of ecological value due to the species they support,
including flora and bird species. Some individual important specimens are protected
through Tree Preservation Orders but many important trees and hedges are not
specifically protected.

POLICY NK 18: IMPORTANT TREES AND HEDGES - Development proposals
that damage or result in the loss of trees and hedges of good arboricultural,
ecological and amenity value will not normally be permitted. Proposals should
be designed to retain trees and hedges of arboricultural, ecological and
amenity value. Proposals should be accompanied by a tree survey that
establishes the health and longevity of any affected trees.
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11.4. Landscape
The Village is located on higher ground with impressive views over the Avon Gorge
(which lies to the South East), which forms part of the wider Laughton Hills
Landscape Character Area. Consultation shows that this landscape and the views it
affords are important to the residents of North Kilworth and its character. This is
supported by an independent Landscape Character Assessment study undertaken
by Harborough District Council, which highlighted the special and attractive character
of the Landscape and noted that “The rural character of the landscape, both arable
and pasture, would be threatened by development. Any development would need
careful siting which is sympathetic to landscape setting and landform in particular”.

POLICY NK 19: LANDSCAPE - Development proposals that affect the special
landscape of North Kilworth will be required to respect and enhance the
quality, character, distinctiveness and amenity value of that landscape.

11.5. Important Views and Vistas
There also many important views and vistas from, into and within North Kilworth.
The Village itself is located on higher ground with impressive views over the Avon
valley which lies to the south east of North Kilworth.
The process of consultation has shown that these are important to residents.
Especially those that punctuate the enclosed nature of the street scene in the Village
and often panoramic views of the surrounding countryside.

POLICY NK20: IMPORTANT OPEN VIEWS AND VISTAS - Development
proposals that affect the identified important views and vistas will be required
to respect and enhance these by ensuring that the visual impact of
development on these views is carefully controlled.
•
Views from Stoney across and beyond to the Jurassic clay ridge known
as the Northamptonshire heights
•
Views from South Kilworth across open paddocks towards the
undulating roofline of the Village
•
Street vistas such as down High Street, towards War Memorial, from
Pincet Lane towards the White Lion and along Dag Lane towards the Church
•

Views across paddocks east towards North Kilworth Hall.
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11.6. Archaeology and Geology
North Kilworth has a number of sites of archaeological and geological interest and
importance. This includes the Millennium Green which once housed a Norman
wooded stockade and is registered as a site of archaeological interest. Other
important sites include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Structures in The Park;
The Bogs;
Former mineral workings at the ‘Old ballast hole’;
Grange Farm;
Old gravel pit, opposite Grange Farm;
Former Well Springs at Grange Farm and
The New Supply.

POLICY NK21: ARCHAEOLOGY AND GEOLOGY - Development proposals that
will affect a site of archaeological and geological value will be expected to
conserve and enhance important archaeological and geological features.
Development proposals which may harm an important or geological feature
will not be permitted unless effective mitigation and/or compensatory
measures can be ensured.

12 - Traffic, Parking and Transport
12.1. Traffic Management
Transport and accessibility is key to enable people to get to the locations, goods and
services they need or want.
This is especially important in a rural community such as North Kilworth where
people often have to travel long distances to access key services such as work,
education, healthcare, and shops.
At the same time the demand for travel needs to be balanced with the need to
reduce congestion and some of the other potential negative effects such as road
safety and impact on the environment.
The consultation shows that this is a serious concern for many residents. They are
especially concerned about road safety, noise and vehicle emissions associated with
the growing volume and speed of traffic passing along the A4304 and through the
historic centre of the Village (in particular Main Street, Hawthorn Road and Back
Street), and they wish to minimise the impact of additional traffic generated by new
development.

Page 21 of 25

North Kilworth Neighbourhood Plan 2015 – 2031 October 2015

POLICY NK22: TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT - Development proposals will only be
permitted where the traffic generation and parking impact created by the
proposal does not result in an unacceptable direct or cumulative impact on
congestion or road and pedestrian safety.

12.2. Parking
Parking and vehicular movements are a particular issue in the Village of North
Kilworth. The roads and street pattern in the Village have developed over many
centuries, and are not suited to modern traffic. There is a serious issue with parking
on the narrow streets in the Village with the consequent detrimental effect on
pedestrian and road safety and the ease by which traffic, including emergency and
service vehicles, is able to travel within the Village.

POLICY NK23: PARKING - Development proposals that result in the loss of or
adversely affects car parking provision will not be supported unless:
a) it can clearly demonstrated that the loss of parking will not have an adverse
impact on existing parking issues in the nearby area; or
b) adequate and convenient replacement car parking spaces will be provided
on the site or nearby.
At least two off-street car parking spaces shall be provided within the curtilage
for each new dwelling developed within the Village of North Kilworth. Three
such spaces should be provided for four-bedroom or larger dwellings.

12.3. Footpaths, Footways and Bridleways
North Kilworth is crisscrossed by footpaths, footways and bridleways with many
converging on the Village. These are important for health, the environment and wellbeing as well as for getting around. In particular, the consultation has highlighted a
priority to establishing a safer route between the Village and Kilworth House to the
West. The Elmcroft Development suffers in particular from poor pedestrian access to
the heart of the Village and similar problems must be avoided in the future.

POLICY NK24: FOOTPATHS, FOOTWAYS AND BRIDLEWAYS - Development
proposals which would increase or improve (including signage) the network of
cycle ways, footways and footpaths especially between the Village and
Kilworth House will be viewed sympathetically. Development proposals that
will adversely affect existing cycle ways, footways and footpaths will not be
permitted except in special circumstances.
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13 - Water Management and Aquifer
Water is an important and often overlooked element within a Neighbourhood Plan.
The Environment Agency, in consultation through the Neighbourhood Plan, identified
the need for enough water for people and the environment, taking into account a
changing climate; that safe, secure water supplies are used efficiently to meet the
needs of the public, business and the environment; that water is recognised and
protected as a precious resource and the need to address water efficiency in new
buildings.
The Neighbourhood Plan supports these aspirations.
13.1 Sustainable drainage
The Parish has been identified as having a low risk of flooding.
However, problems have arisen due to storm drains and similar being introduced in
respect of new development, rather than soak-aways for example, and consequent
localised flooding of storm water into foul drains.
There are also capacity issues with waste water capacity systems and related
infrastructure. Any development may require the potential for further capacity being
provided at the sewage works and possibly to the sewerage system.

POLICY NK25: SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS - Development proposals
of one dwelling or any single building or extension of more than 50sqm must
demonstrate the adoption of measures to minimise surface and roof water runoff.

POLICY NK26: SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS - Development proposals
shall not commence until full details, where required by the District Council or
Environment agency, of the proposed drainage schemes for surface and foul
water (including details of their routing, design, and subsequent management
and maintenance) have been submitted and approved.

13.2 Aquifer.
Much of North Kilworth lies on a sand and gravel aquifer. These contain large
amounts of water in sufficient quality and quantity to have provided the water supply
to Market Harborough for over 100 years. This aquifer is also important to
maintaining the important and characteristic flora and fauna associated with wet
places, including rare species such as the butterbur.
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There have been instances in recent years where water levels in the aquifer were
running low and there was a possibility that some of the important wetlands would be
lost. In 2004 the Parish Council commissioned a detailed study looking at this issue
which highlighted the strong case for protecting the aquifer from further potentially
major disturbance and degradation.

POLICY NK27: AQUIFER - Development proposals that will have a significant
adverse impact on the aquifer and surface water drainage will not be
permitted.

14. Developer Contributions
New development can bring significant benefits to the local community, including
new homes and jobs. It can also have negative impacts, for example, where
additional demand is placed on facilities and services which are already at or near
capacity. Planning obligations (also known as Section 106 agreements) may be used
to secure infrastructure or funding from a developer. For example, a planning
obligation might be used to secure a financial contribution towards improving existing
recreational facilities or affordable housing. However, planning obligations can only
be sought where they are necessary to make the development acceptable in
planning terms; directly related to the development; and fairly and reasonably related
in scale and kind to the development.
A new system is also being introduced alongside the use of planning obligations.
This is known as the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and it will require
developers to make a payment to the District Council based on the size and type of
development that is proposed. The proceeds of the levy will then be used to provide
the infrastructure necessary to support growth across the District. A proportion of
these CIL receipts will automatically be devolved to the relevant Parish Council for
allocation to neighbourhood priorities. This proportion is set at 25% in areas where
there is a Neighbourhood Plan in force. At this time the Harborough District Council
is still considering whether to replace Section 106 agreements with CIL.
Through the preparation of the Plan, the Parish Council in conjunction with the
community and other stakeholders has identified a small number of priority projects
they wish to secure funding (either in whole or in part) through the use of planning
obligations.

Policy NK28: DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS - Financial contributions towards
off-site provision of neighbourhood infrastructure obtained either through the
Community Infrastructure Levy or negotiated planning obligations will, as
appropriate, be used for the following:
a)

Measures aimed at improving parking, congestion and traffic calming in
the Village
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b)
c)
d)

Affordable housing
Pedestrian Crossing over the A4304 by the Petrol Station
The enhancement of public footpaths (and cycleways) to provide better
connectivity within the Parish

15. Monitoring and Delivery
The Neighbourhood Plan will be monitored by North Kilworth Parish Council and
Harborough District Council on an annual basis. The policies and measures
contained in the Plan will form the core of the monitoring activity, but other data
collected and reported at the Parish level relevant to the delivery of the
Neighbourhood Plan will also be included.
The Parish Council proposes to formally review the Neighbourhood Plan on a fiveyear cycle or to coincide with the review of the Harborough District Local Plan if this
cycle is different.
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