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Christmas funding boost for  
St Andrew’s church, North Kilworth  
A much-loved Leicestershire church is to share in a £520,000 funding 
payout from the National Churches Trust.   

A £15,000 National Churches Trust Cornerstone Grant will help fund the 
instalation of toilets, a kitchen and improve the church's heating system at the 
Grade II* listed St Andrew church, North Kilworth, making the church a 
community hub. 

Broadcaster and journalist Huw Edwards, Vice President of The National 
Churches Trust, said: 

 “The UK's historic churches and chapels are a vital part of our national 
heritage. But to survive, many need to carry out urgent repairs and install 
modern facilities. The cost of this work is far beyond what most congregations 
can pay for themselves.” 

“I’m delighted that the St Andrew Church, North Kilworth, is being helped with 
a £15,000 National Churches Trust Cornerstone Grant. The work on the 
toilets, kitchen and heating system will help the church to do so much more to 
help local people.” 

63 churches and chapels in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
will benefit from the latest grants from the National Churches Trust, the charity 
supporting church buildings of all Christian denominations across the UK. 

In 2019, the Trust distributed over £1.2 million to help churches and chapels 
tackle urgent repairs, maintenance work and install modern facilities such as 
kitchens and toilets.  



A wide range of grants from the National Churches Trust will be available to 
help places of worship in 2020 and full details can be found at 
www.nationalchurchestrust.org/grants 

The church  

St Andrew's was built 1154 -1189 on the site of a former iron age settlement. 
The evidence for this is based on excavated pottery and loom weights dating 
from about 800 BC from an area adjacent to the chancel.  

Among the church’s memorials is one to James Belgraves, who was awarded 
the Military Cross as a World War I flying ace for ‘downing’ 18 planes.  

St Andrew’s pulpit uses oak from an Armada ship. 

 

The project 

The project will help fund the installation of toilets and a kitchen as part of a 
comprehensive update. 

 

David Sanders  and Peter Jones OBE, who have led the fund raising 
campaign, said: 

 “This grant from the National Churches Trust enables the completion of our 
project for St Andrew’s to meet the spiritual and social needs of our 
community for the next 1,000 years . Our work is a tribute to those who 
sought peace and comfort in the first 1,000.” 

“Contemporary challenges  for rural communities demand that our church  
becomes both a refuge and an active facility for reinforcing and hosting events 
which spread the cohesive spirit of support, income generation and 
participation at a  time of turmoil and change.” 

“This grant is an important means of securing that path here in south 
Leicestershire and we are eternally grateful for the support of the National 
Churches Trust.” 

 

ENDS 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. Photos of Huw Edwards and the church are attached. 

About the National Churches Trust 

The National Churches Trust is the leading national independent charity 
concerned with the protection and welfare of churches, chapels and meeting 
houses throughout the United Kingdom. We aim to: 

a)         Provide grants for the repair, maintenance and modernisation of 
church buildings 



b)         Act as a catalyst to improve and bring more resources to the 
management of church buildings 

c)         Promote the value of church buildings to the community at large 

For more information visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org 
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